
NORTH WEST WIMBLEDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of 39th Annual General Meeting 

Collyer Hall Theatre, King’s College School 
20th October 2021 

 
1. Welcome and opening comments 

Jane Watkins, Chair, welcomed everyone to the first physical AGM since 2019 
 
2. Apologies have been received from Mark and Hilary Blackwell, Paul Crook, Jill Craig, 

Bill Hakes, James Neish, Debbie Owen, Stephen Woodnut 
 
3. Treasurer’s report and accounts for the year ending 31st December 2020 

 
3.1. The Treasurer thanked last year’s subscribers, numbering 161; rather less than the 

previous year principally due to Covid. However the 141 members who subscribed 
on line was a considerable increase; he urged everybody who could to adopt this 
method of payment, which greatly simplifies collection. 
 

3.2. The Accounts 
3.2.1. Income from subscriptions was obviously less at £850 than in 2019; interest 

earnt was £56. 
3.2.2. Expenses were much lower at £288; these arise principally from 

communication via the newsletter and the website. 
3.2.3. The net result was a surplus of £677 and the year-end funds balance was 

£28,993. 
3.3. The Treasurer asked for any questions. 

3.3.1. The size of the funds was questioned ; the Treasurer explained that they were 
a contingency reserve against the possibility of the Association becoming 
involved in any legally complex issues, and illustrated a couple of occasions in 
previous years when such funding had been required. 

3.4. The Accounts are audited pro bono by Mr Nasir Mahmud; the Treasurer expressed 
the Association’s thanks to Mr Mahmud, and proposed that he be re-appointed. The 
Meeting approved nem con. 

3.5. The Treasurer proposed that the accounts be adopted.  The meeting agreed and 
approved them nem con. 
 

4. Membership Secretary’s report 
4.1. Jenny Mills reported a few statistics: 

4.1.1. We have 619 addresses on our database of which only about 500 households 
are actually signed up. 

4.1.2. This means we have a potential income of £3,095 if everyone in our area 
contributed £5. To date this calendar year we received £1,200 in subscriptions.  

4.1.3. Of course it’s been a difficult year for collections which is why on-line 
payment is so helpful. 

4.2. We live in a very pleasant area; one of the Association’s objectives is to keep it that 
way.  This requires: - 

4.2.1. Public visibility and communication with the residents through the web-site 
and newsletters, which cost money. 

4.2.2. In the past, subscription collection and information (e.g. Newsletters etc) have 
been delivered by road representatives  - this is slow and can be obtrusive. 
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4.2.3. Noting and commenting on things which may affect our environment. For this 

our road representatives are our eyes and ears. 
4.2.4. We need reserves to pay for professional advice, either for ourselves or in 

conjunction with other local organisations. 
4.3. Looking forward 

4.3.1. The more we can collect subscriptions and deliver information electronically 
the more current our communications will be. Alternatives will be available for 
the reducing number of people who can’t receive digital information. 

4.3.2. We need 25 road representatives to keep our records up to date from their 
local information and advise us of necessary actions. We currently only have 20 
road representatives , so volunteers would be very welcome. 

4.3.3. We are trying to give road representatives direct access to the relevant data in 
the on-line system and so speed up information flow and reduce paper. 
Obviously, this will be done in accordance with the GDPR and other privacy 
rules. 

5. Chair’s report  
 

5.1.1. Most planning applications are approved because if the rules are followed the 
planners have little leeway, but where there are objections they sometimes work 
with applicants to get amendments before decisions.  NWWRA only know about 
objections  if someone tells us about them. 

5.1.2. NWWRA has commented on some applications this year.  Including the out of 
keeping overdevelopment of a semi-detached property; one where building was 
not in line with approved plans; and one where demolition was applied for.  
Outside of conservation areas demolition is sometimes seen as the best step 
towards an eco-friendly building, but it’s sad to see part of a consistent street 
scene damaged. 

5.1.2.1.1. There is no Permitted Development within a conservation area, 
but solar panels present challenging issues. There is what is 
developing into a national debate (including the Today programme) 
on how far environmental arguments should outweigh 
architectural/historical  and planning considerations. 

5.1.3. We are conscious that Historic England have listed Drax Avenue 
Conservation area as being at risk; the Conservation Officer may be very busy 
but we have asked for a design guide as there is for other conservation areas. 

5.1.4. Tree Preservation Orders are not as frequent as might be wished for, but if cut 
down the planners usually ask for replacement.  Tree cover has hugely reduced 
over time. 

5.1.5. We are pressing Berkeley Homes to plant their planned oaks at Wimbledon 
Hill Park. 

5.1.6.  We have succeeded in getting a number of street trees planted in Ernle Rd and 
Copse Hill. Local residents were encouraged to look after these by watering etc. 
The Chair thanked those who had responded. 

5.1.7. Planning issues outside our area 
NWWRA has objected to AELTC’s proposed breach of their undertaking to 
observe the protection given to the Wimbledon Park Metropolitan Open Land, 
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by their application to build a show court of several stories in addition to 38 new 
courts.  So far Merton have received over 650 objections and the Council is 
accepting any representations from individuals up to the decision day.      

5.2. Parking, Roads etc 
5.2.1. Recently Merton Council abandoned the plan to relate parking charges to cars’ 

emissions, a scheme which concerned a number of residents with older vehicles. 
5.2.2. Merton propose to remove 350 underused pay and display machines.    People 

who cannot use their phone to pay will have to go to the nearest Paypoint shop.  
78 smart machines for card payments will be installed in busy areas. 

5.2.3. The scratch permits for visitor parking are being replaced by on line e-permits 
through Ring Go.   We have been told existing scratchcard permits have no 
expiry dates and are therefore still valid. 

5.2.4. The 20mph limit is now in force throughout the Borough and we are pressing 
for Community Speed check metering particularly on Woodhayes and Copse 
Hill.   

5.2.5. (A resident of Copse Hill said that they had been at the top of the road 
recently. ) 

5.2.6. Nick Higgins, our representative in negotiating with the Rugby Club, secured 
a promise of contribution to the owners’ costs of resurfacing Preston & Hood 
Roads. 

5.3. Consultations 
There were two consultations to which we alerted residents. One was the now 
dropped proposal for a Low Traffic Neighbourhood proposed for Cambridge Rd 
following huge volume of objections.  The other was to create a School Street 
outside Hollymount School. This has been implemented with cameras and fines have 
been popping through local people’s doors. Requests for better signage have been to 
no avail so it is important to avoid the area between Pepys & Lambton Roads on 
Cambridge Rd in term-time morning start time and afternoon finishing time. 

5.4. Police and crime prevention 
5.5. The police are dealing with a number of burglaries of garages and sheds.  Also 

catalytic converters are being stolen.  Merton Neighbourhood Watch is informative 
and worth signing up to for regular updates. 

6. Election of NWWRA Committee and officers 
6.1. The Chair reported that Paul Crook, Bill Hakes, and Pam Saeed wished to retire from 

the Committee at this Meeting. These resignations were accepted with great regret 
and the Chair wished to express the Association’s appreciation and gratitude for the 
work of these members over the past years.  [Applause] 

6.2. The Chair reported that the remaining Committee members Jane Watkins (Chair), 
Ralph Cake, John Eastwood, Stewart Ferguson, Nick Higgins, Jenny Mills (Membership 
Secretary), Bryan Mills (Secretary), James Neish, Garth Watkins (Treasurer),Stephen 
Woodnut,(new member) were willing to serve for the coming year and she proposed 
that they be re-elected; the Meeting approved this nem con. 

6.3. The Chair advised the Meeting that she proposed to retire from the chairmanship at 
this current AGM, but would remain on the committee for a while for a smooth 
handover. Subject to the Meeting’s approval, the Committee wished to nominate 
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Stuart Ross as the next Chair. Approval was expressed by the Meeting. The Chair 
called on Stuart Ross to introduce himself, which he duly did.. 

6.4. Nick Higgins said he would like to express the Committee’s appreciation of, and 
gratitude for, Jane’s services to the Association over many years; latterly as a very 
effective Chair, in pursuing the various objectives of the Committee, and in 
achieving consensus in that pursuit.  The Committee wished to thank Jane by way of 
a small token of its esteem which he had been asked to present. This was 
accompanied by applause from the Meeting. 
 

7. Any other business 
7.1. The Committee took note of complaints about Westside tennis club’s new lighting 

overspill and timing.   
7.2. The Committee took note of complaints about the poor 20mph signage in Ernle 

Road. 
7.3. Ralph Cake addressed the Meeting; he said that, judging by the quality of the 

discussion of the various reports and the issues raised, there were many people 
present who would be valuable replacement and additional members of the 
Committee. He urged anyone present who was prepared to join the Committee, or 
who knew of suitable candidates amongst their neighbours, to contact a Committee 
member to discuss their joining. 
 

7.4. There being no further business, the Meeting adjourned at 9.30 pm 
 


